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in a Small Group 
WELCOME
Introduction
For forty days since Easter, we have been celebrating the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples many times and told them about the kingdom of God.
On Ascension Day we recall how he left this earth and returned to his Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne over all dominions and powers. As we hear the story of his parting, we seek to trust in his reign over all creation, and submit to his kingly yet loving rule.
When Jesus spoke to his disciples before ascending to heaven he promised them ‘… you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses … to the ends of the earth.’ (Acts 1:8) Those first followers responded to this promise by constantly devoting themselves to prayer (Acts 1:14), day after day, until the Holy Spirit came upon them in power. These precious days between Ascension and Pentecost can, for us too, be infused with expectation and anticipation. We too can set these days apart to pray, individually and together, for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We can cry out to God for more people to come to know the life-transforming love of God. 
Thy Kingdom Come is a worldwide prayer movement that happens each year between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday.  The 2024 Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Journal invites you to choose five people who do not yet know the love of God for themselves, and pray for them each day. 
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· Give out the Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Journals.
· Choose 5 people to pray for and write their names in the front of your journal
· Watch the video of Justin Welby.
WORD
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1.4-11)
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’
At the end the reader says
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All   	He is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Discuss
1.  What strikes you from this story? (something you like, find challenging or don’t understand)
2.  Imagine yourself in the story – who do you find yourself identifying with?
3.  As you pray for your five people, is there anything in this story which encourages you?
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Readings and liturgy from Common Worship Times and Seasons.  Copyright Church of England 2000
WITNESS
Pray for Five:  
Choose five people you would regularly like to pray for and write their names down onto a list. If you’re not sure who to pray for, ask God to guide you as you choose. 
Make a simple prayer bracelet by tying 5 knots in a piece of string.  As you tie each knot, ask God to help one of the five people you are praying for to open their hearts and hands to receive his love by hearing his voice.  
Once you have settled on 5 names, commit to praying for them regularly by praying the following: 
Loving Father, 
in the face of Jesus Christ 
your light and glory have blazed forth. 
Send your Holy Spirit that I may share with my friends [here, name your friends] 
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Strengthen me as a witness to that love as I pledge to pray for them, for your name’s sake. Amen.

Between now and Pentecost, you could carry the knotted string in your pocket, tie it round your wrist or place it somewhere that you’ll see it regularly. Use the knots to remind you to pray for each person on your list of five. 
Pray and plan
Pray for local community events, future occasions for outreach and all who help to make those things happen.  Plan anything that you feel God is calling you to do together.


WORSHIP
Gloria
Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us offer him the praise worthy of his name.
All: 	Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
and/or
Eucharist
If you have a minister who can preside, share a simple communion together (starting from the eucharistic prayer) 
When everyone has received, read the following from the Acts 1.12,13a,14)
Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying. They were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.
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